11/21/2006 15:48 FAI 2154059823 Duane Morris LLP 1&003 



patent 

Docket No. D0932-00428 
[FCS-8855] 

II. Amendmeot to the Claims 

This listing and version of the claims replaces all prior listings and versions of the claims. 

1. (currently amended) A rectangular siding panel having front and rear faces, said 
panel having a thickened portion proximate a , nd of p anpl f nrmi ^ _ ^ g 

EMfe ** OTea m ^^ r u-faccp r ^matotoato pB nd of said rear face having a nlana, 
faC6thati? shaped Sttefe A at nf to " P o i U o u uf J ai d ar ea to. sit[[s]] substantially flush with a 
portion of a vertical wall when said siding panel is secured to said vertical wall and angled to 
overlap at least a portion of a second siding panel secured to said vertical wall with said rear face 
including a portion proximate to a bottom end of said rear face resting upon a front face of said 
second siding panel. 

2. (original) The siding panel of claim 1, wherein said siding panel is a clapboard 
siding panel. 

3. (original) The siding panel of claim 1, wherein said siding panel is a fiber cement 
or wood clapboard siding panel. 

4. (previously presented) The siding panel of claim 1, wherein said first area 
comprises a reinforced area. 

5. (currently amended) The siding panel of claim I [[4]], wherein said [[a]] 
protruding fust area that extends along the entire length of said rear face. 

6- (original) The siding panel of claim 4, wherein rAA minfnrr nj aim i.iiluJu, u 
p W fiat face that ir rfi.pn .J Lu uuni au *M r n rti nT1 of Jt , i d ** *** t u d l, said planar first face 
has having a height of about at least one inch. 

7. (currently amended) The siding panel of claim 1 [[4]], wherein, when said n) a * ar 
firStfaceSlts rn W * ****** ■ ***** 3 *e t M t is disposed lu sk substantially flush 
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with said portion of said vertical wall when said rear face overlaps said second siding panel, saeh 
that a major portion of said rear face forms an angle with said vertical wall between about 1-10 
degrees. 



area 



8. (currently amended) The assembly of claim 4, wherein said reinforced ; 
comprises: a thickened portion, a resinous, fibrous or particulate reinforcement, or a fabric, 
scrim or panel reinforcement 

9. (currently amended) A siding panel assembly, comprising: 

at least first and second siding panels attached to a vertical wall of a structure, 
each of said siding panels being a rectangular shaped panel having front and rear faces, said first 
siding panel angled to overlap at least a portion of said second siding panel, said rear face of at 
least said first siding panel having a reinforced area proximate to a top end of said rear face 
shaped such that at least a portion of said area sits substantially flush with a portion of said 
vertical wall, wherein said siding panels are sreured to saiH v^v^l wall at toast in Bart by ^ 
series of fasteners extend,^ through said resn^™ adjng nanels and into said vertical wall 
wherein at least some of said fasteners are disn^ th rough said remFo^H „ " ^ 



area. 



10. (previously presented) The assembly of claim 9, wherein said reinforced area 
extends along the entire length of said rear face. 

11. (original) The assembly of claim 9, wherein said siding panels are fiber cement 
clapboard siding panels. 

12. (original) The assembly of claim 9, wherein said siding panels are installed using 
a blind nail method using a plurality of nails and at least some of said nails are disposed through 
said reinforced area. 
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13. (original) The assembly of claim 9, wherein said siding panels are installed using 
a face nail method using a plurality of nails and at least some of said nails am disposed through 
said reinforced area. 

14. (canceled) 

1 5. (original) The assembly of claim 9, wherein said reinforced area includes a planar 
first face that contacts said portion of said vertical wall, said planar first face having a height of 
at least about one inch. 

16. (original) The assembly of claim 9, wherein said reinforced area includes a planar 
face that contacts said portion of said vertical wall, said planar face extending from a top edge of 
said first siding panel at an angle that substantially matches an angle between, said rear face of 
said first panel and said wall created by said overlap. 

1 7. (currently amended) A method of installing a siding panel assembly on a 
structure, comprising the following steps: 

providing at least first and second siding panels, each of said siding panels being a 
rectangular shaped panel having front and rear faces, said rear tace of at least said first siding 
panel having a first area proximate to a top end of said rear face shaped such that at least a 
portion of said area sits substantially flush with a portion of said vertical wall when said first 
siding panel is secured to said wall and angled to overlap at least a portion of said second siding 
panel; and 

attaching said first and second siding panels to said structure such that a rear face 
of said first siding panel partially overlaps a front face of said second siding panel with said rear 
face including a portion proximate to a bottom end of said rear face resting upon a front face of 
said second siding panels 
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wherein said, attachinp step includes the s tep of driving a series of fasteners throug h saiH 
first area of said first sidinp panel. 

18. (original) The method of claim 1 7, wherein said first area is a reinforced area. 

19. (original) The method of claim 18, wherein: 

said attaching step utilizes a blind nail attachment method comprising driving a 
series of nails through said first siding panel, through said reinforced area and into said vertical 
wall. 

20. (original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein: 

said attaching step utilizes a face nail attachment method comprising driving a 
series of nails through said first siding panel, through said reinforced area and into said vertical 
wall. 

21. (canceled) 

22. (original) The method of claim 1 7, wherein said siding panels are clapboard 
siding panels. 

23. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein said siding panels are fiber cement 
clapboard siding panels. 

24. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein said first area includes a planar face 
that contacts said portion of said vertical wall and a major portion of said rear face forms an 
angle with said vertical wall between about 1-10 degrees. 

25. (previously presented) A rectangular shaped clapboard siding panel having front 
and rear faces, said rear face having a protruding area proximate to a top end of said rear face 
shaped such that at least a portion of said area sits substantially flush with a portion of a vertical 
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wall when said siding panel is secured to said vertical wall and angled to overlap at least a 
portion of a second siding panel secured to said vertical wall, such that said vertical wall 
provides support for said rear face when fasteners are driven through said clapboard siding panel 
and into said vertical wall through said protruding area. 

26. (original) The siding panel of claim 25, wherein said protruding area includes a 
planar face that is disposed to sit substantially flush with said portion of said vertical wall when 
-said rear face overlaps said second siding panel such that a major portion of said rear face forms 
an angle with said vertical wall between about 1-10 degrees. 

27. (currently amended) A clapboard siding panel having front and rear faces and a 
longitudinal length, said rear surface having a first portion forming and oblique angle with 
respect to a vertical wall to which said siding panel is affixed, said rear surface of said siding 
panel also including a second portion which is disposed in substantially flush contact with said 
vertical wall when said siding panel is affixed to said vertical wall such that said vertical wall 
P rovides support for said rear face when fa s teners are driven through said clapboard siding nane! 
and into said vertical wall through said second portion 

28. (previously presented) The clapboard siding panel of claim 27, wherein said 
second portion includes a protruding area that extends along the entire length of said rear face. 

29. (new) The clapboard siding panel of clam 27, wherein said clapboard siding panel 
is a fiber cement siding panel. 

30. (new) The siding panelof claim 25, wherein said siding panel is a fiber cement 
siding panel. 



DM2\87978S.l 



PAGE 7/10 » RCVD AT 11/2112006 3:48:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time) ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/14 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:2154059823 • DURATION (mm-ss):01-32 



